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	PSSA INTERVENTION

    Junior Students
With the current state requirements relative to the PSSA and the states’ edict that all students score advanced or proficient, there are no consequences in place for those students performing

at a below basic level. However, teachers and administrators are held accountable. We believe that in order to meet the state mandates, students must be held accountable for their own learning and failure too. Otherwise, their lack of accountability will lead to less than acceptable academic achievement in our school district.


Although we may or may not agree with the state and federal governments’ edicts, it nonetheless 

is the tool being utilized to measure both the students’ and the district’s academic success and/or

failure.  The Administration, as well as the professional staff, feels as though this document is a

monumental first step.  Failure to enact these recommendations will more than likely result in

continued failure of our students and district.

All juniors, beginning with the 2006-2007 class, will be expected to perform at the 

proficient or advanced level on the PSSA exams.  The district recognizes the responsibility to ensure

that all of its students achieve advanced or proficient status on the PSSA tests.  For those students

not scoring advanced or proficient status, the following remediation plan must be completed in

order to graduate from the Farrell Area School District.

1. The student must enroll and successfully complete either a reading and/or math course during

their senior year in the area(s) of the PSSA where advanced or proficient status was not

attained.  Should the student achieve advanced or proficient status, as validated by his/her

PSSA retest in their senior year, the student will be withdrawn from the extra reading and/or

math course at the end of the first semester.

2. All students failing to score advanced or proficient status in their junior year will be

required to take the PSSA retest in the fall of their senior year.  Should the student not

perform at the advance or proficient level on the retest, the student shall remain in the

additional math and/or reading course and successfully complete an additional project other than their senior project during the second semester.  The project shall be directly associated with the content area that the student did not perform advanced or proficient.  If the student fails complete all course work, including the additional project, the student shall not be permitted to graduate.  If the student completes the course project(s) at the advanced or proficient level, the student shall have earned graduation status.   

    PSSA INTERVENTION - Continued
      Eighth Grade Students

       All eighth grade students, beginning with the class of 2006-2007, who fail to

perform at the advanced or proficient level on the PSSA test will be required

to do the following:

1. The student will be enrolled in an additional math and/or reading course during their

9th, 10th, and 11th grade years for the area(s) where they did not score advanced or proficient.

2. If the student performs at the advanced or proficient level on the state assessment in

11th grade, the student would not be required to take the additional course(s) their

senior year.

3. If the student does not perform at the advanced or proficient range in grade 11, that

student will go through the process outlined above for junior students.

MANDATORY AFTER-SCHOOL TUTORING

        Grades 7, 8, 10 and 11
        Those students who have been identified as basic and below basic on their PSSA tests, and in combination with student results on Standardized Tests accepted by the state, will be required to attend at least forty-five (45) hours of after-school tutoring during the school year: The following options will be accepted:

1.
Students will attend a mandatory, after-school tutoring program. All sessions begin immediately after school ending one hour later.

2.
If students do not fulfill the required hours during the week, the student must attend a Saturday tutoring session, which would be four hours in length. No transportation will be provided by the Farrell Area School District.

3.
Students who do not attend either tutoring session, do not make up the hours, and have missed at least four hours will be pulled from one of their electives. They will be placed in a reading or math remediation course.

4.
The student will be required to attend a summer session to make up the hours prior to being promoted to the next grade level. All fees associated with tutoring are the responsibility of the student(s) and parent(s)

           


