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Student Privileges: All extra-curricular activities are considered student privileges. All athletic teams, recreational programs, clubs and organizations, field trips, pep rallies, assemblies, parties, dances and anything sponsored by the school or conducted on school grounds is an extra​curricular activity. These activities are not a student’s right or entitlement; nor does the district have an obligation to provide and support these activities. Therefore, only students in good academic and disciplinary standing will be permitted to participate in and/or attend any school sponsored event.


Rationale: The Farrell Area School District believes that the primary purpose of our school is to educate students. Extracurricular activities are important in that they help develop well-rounded individuals, but academics are our main focus. The purpose of these eligibility guidelines is to help communicate the importance of academics and proper behavior to our students. The implementation of standards which are reasonable and consistently enforced will motivate students who participate in extracurricular activities to keep up with their studies, attend school regularly, and to be mindful of their conduct.

This policy meets or exceeds the standards of the Pennsylvania Interscholastic Athletic Association (P.I.A.A.) eligibility rules.

Scope: These guidelines apply to all students in grades 7 through 12 who participate in interscholastic athletics, intramural athletics, cheerleading, school-sponsored clubs, field trips, dances and proms, holding a class office and any other function or program sponsored by the Farrell Area School District.

All students must attend school regularly, be in good academic standing and good disciplinary standing to participate in extracurricular activities. The district views extra-curricular activities as a privilege. These can be revoked at any time at the discretion of the principal. The high school principal has the final authority in determining a student’s eligibility. These items are non-negotiable.

Eligibility:

Attendance:


Student attendance will be closely monitored by the attendance officer to ensure that the regulations as written in the Attendance Policy and Student Handbook are strictly enforced. Students who are not in attendance for a full day of school (by 9:30 a.m.) cannot practice or participate in any extra-​curricular activity on that day.

Students who have been absent from school for more than ten (10) days in a semester that proceeds an athletic season are ineligible to participate in extra-curricular activities for a total of 45 school days. If a student misses more than ten (10) days of school during his/her season, he/she becomes ineligible for the rest of the season.

If a student arrives after 9:30 a.m., he/she becomes ineligible on that day. This is defined as being signed in at the office after 9:30 a.m. Exceptions will be made only if the student has a written or otherwise confirmed medical, dental, or counseling appointment with a qualified professional.

Student Misconduct:

Students must display proper conduct while at school, on the way to and from school, and while participating in or attending any school related activity or function.

Students will be ineligible to participate in extracurricular activities:

1) if they are issued two or more detentions in a week. They will be ineligible for one week, Sunday-Saturday.

2) if they are suspended, either in-school or out-of-school. They cannot participate for one week in any practices, meetings, travel, games or activities.

3) if they have a Behavior Intervention Plan. Eligibility will be determined by the team developing the plan and must be approved by the principal.
4) if they are placed in an alternative education program. They will not be eligible to participate in any extra-curricular activities without permission from the principal. 


Students must obtain permission from the principal or assistant principal to have their privileges reinstated. The length of suspension will be determined by the nature and severity of the infraction. 

Parental requests to withhold extracurricular activities will be obliged.

Involvement in delinquent or criminal behavior outside of school will result in ineligibility, on the first offense.


Academics:


All teachers will be required to keep student grades up-to-date, in a manner as directed by the administration. All grades will be calculated using percentages.  No grade posted in the grade book, electronic or manual, will be below 50%, the lowest F.  Teachers may keep a list of actual grades, but shouldn’t use these to calculate cumulative averages.

Any student with a cumulative grade for the marking period below a 65% (F) will be ineligible from Sunday through Saturday. They will be required to attend Study Table.

If by the following Friday a student has brought their cumulative grade up from 65% to 74% (D) range, he/she will be eligible for the next week.  However, they will still be required to attend Study Table.  

If any students’ grades drop below 65%, they will once again become ineligible.  If at some point all of their cumulative averages reach 75% or above, they will regain eligibility with no Study Table requirement.

Study Table will be offered immediately after school and must be attended before any extracurricular obligation, e.g. practice.  Missing one Study Table or not using Study Table time productively will result in ineligibility for the next game/activity. Productivity will be determined by the teacher(s) and administration.
Once a student is identified as ineligible, he/she is ineligible immediately and will not be permitted to participate Monday to Sunday. NOTHING IS MORE IMPORTANT THAN A STUDENT’S EDUCATION. Therefore, students who are ineligible can not to be associated in any way with their team or organization; this means no competing, no practicing, and no traveling.  Students’ time should be spent in mandatory tutoring, studying, and doing homework.

Student eligibility status will be determined each week. If ineligible, a student’s deficiencies can be corrected. If the student has a C or better in all classes by the next Friday, he/she becomes eligible for extra-curricular activities the following Sunday.

All Coaches and advisors are encouraged to consult the teacher of any student ineligible due to grades, to learn the reason and measures necessary for the student to become eligible.

The principal or his/her designee will collect grade information from all teachers on Friday and determine who is academically ineligible. Written notification will be sent to the coach/advisor and athletic director by noon each Monday listing students who are ineligible. It is the coaches and advisors to notify students and their parent/guardian to see that the student complies.

If a student has not passed all classes with a 65% or higher during the previous grading period (nine weeks), he/she will be declared ineligible for the next grading period. A student can become eligible if after 20 school days he/she is passing each subject with a C or better. At the end of the school year, the student’s final grades, rather than the grade for the final grading period, will be used to determine eligibility for the start of the next school year. A student who corrects his/her deficiencies sufficiently by attending summer school would regain eligibility once the summer school records are verified.

Students may file an appeal, verbally or in writing, with the principal if they are declared ineligible. This must be done within the first three days of ineligibility. Parents, guardians and/or extra curricular supervisors may accompany or support students with their appeals, but may not make the appeal for them. The principal or his/her designee will investigate the concern and make a final ruling in a timely manner.

General Rules:

Physicals:  All participants in physical activities must have a physical examination before each season.  Dates for physicals will be arranged by the Athletic Director.  A make-up date will be given for those who cannot make the first examination. If a student fails to get a physical examination on the dates offered by the school, he/she must arrange for a physical with their own physician at their own expense on their own time. A student is not permitted to participate in a sport in any way, practice or competition, without a physical examination.

Parental Permission and Student Insurance:  Participants must submit a parent permission form including proof of insurance.  Students can purchase insurance through the school if they do not have insurance.  A student may not practice or compete without this form.

Detentions:  Academics always come first.  Students who are issued a teacher or office detention for discipline or academic reasons are required to serve the detention, first, even if it means being late for practice.  If a student has an away game/activity, and will miss the bus, the detention may be rescheduled.  If the student has a home game/activity, they must serve the detention prior to participating in the game/activity.

Dress Code:  Students are to dress appropriately and conduct themselves in an appropriate manner at all times. Failure to do so will result in disciplinary actions by the coach/supervisor and/or the high school administration. Students should remember that they are representing not only their school, but their community and their family. Coaches and program supervisors are responsible, at all times, for the conduct of their team members. Any misconduct will be dealt with in a timely manner.  When traveling to competition, students are to follow the school dress code unless the coach has established a more stringent dress code for his/her team.

Sportsmanship:  Athletes are expected to demonstrate self-control and discipline during competition. Any demonstration of disrespect or frustration toward officials, coaches, opponents or team members will be dealt with immediately by the coach/supervisor. Students will be pulled immediately from competition/participation, addressed by the coach or assistant coach and permitted to return at the coach’s discretion. Any athlete ejected from an athletic contest will be suspended from competition and practice for one week effective the day following the incident. If there is a second offense, the student will be suspended from all extra-curricular events for the remainder of the season.
Drugs
and Tobacco:  The use of tobacco, alcohol or drugs during the season (in or out of school) will result in immediate suspension from the team. Conduct during extra-curricular activities will be sanctioned by the Farrell Area School District’s Drug and Alcohol Policy.

Steroids:  The use of anabolic steroids including human growth hormones, except for a valid medical purpose, by any student is strictly forbidden. Body building, muscle enhancement, increased muscle bulk or strength for the enhancement of athletic ability is not a valid medical purpose for the use of anabolic steroids.

Unauthorized Area:  Students involved in extra-curricular activities are not permitted in the Farrell Upper Middle School or High School building unless they are accompanied by their coach or advisor. Only individuals who are directly connected with the team or FASD are permitted in the team’s locker room with the permission of the head coach.

School
Cancellation:  When school is cancelled due to hazardous weather conditions, there will be no games or practices.  Teams will not be permitted to compete or practice on Sundays and holidays.

Equipment:  Students are responsible for the equipment issued to them. All lost or damaged equipment will be paid for by the student or their parents/guardians.  Report cards will be held until all fees are paid in full. No equipment shall be issued in another sport until this obligation is satisfied. The collection of equipment and other athletic attire is the sole responsibility of the head coach of said extra-curricular program.

Team Travel:  Students are required to travel to and from away competition/activity on the school bus or van unless special arrangements have been made in writing by the parent/guardian with the coach/supervisor.

